Diamond Valley Chamber of Commerce

General Meeting, June 8, 2011

Minutes:
Present: Sandra Wiebe (Routes Media), Marlene Rykes (ATB Financial), Gary Taylor (Turner Valley Golf Club), Randy Tate (ATB Financial), Grant Sinclair (Compass Rose Electric), Sarah Koene (Koene Consulting, Open Roads), Clayton Foster (Chamber President, Stirr!), Lainey Luft (Stirr!), Chris Weingarth (Chamber Secretary, Bluerock Gallery), Mel Koopman (Chamber Treasurer, Koop’s Automotive), Evelyn _ (Real Storage), and Caroline*

Prior to the start of the meeting a PowerPoint presentation cycled through announcements, upcoming events, current Visitor Information Center statistics, and Chamber contact information. 

The meeting started at 12:05 with a welcome by Chris Weingarth. 

After everyone visited the buffet we briefly introduced ourselves and spoke briefly to our interest in the day’s presentation on “green energy.”

Gary Fredrich-Dunne, Sales and Marketing Manager from Bullfrog Power, was introduced and then gave a presentation titled: “Green Energy: what is it, why is it important, and how can I support it?”

The presentation’s main topics included:

· Why is green power important?

· Renewables and Wind

· Green Natural Gas

· About Bullfrog Power

· Green power in context

· What difference does it really make?

Ten minutes of questions and discussion followed Gary’s presentation.

Chris reported briefly on local green energy related initiatives:

· The Black Diamond Parks and Recreation Department’s work with solar and wind generated power at the town’s arena.

· A joint meeting of the Black Diamond Economic Development Committee and the Sustainability Committee where it was decided to draft a letter to the province requesting that greater attention be paid to renewable energy.

· An upcoming presentation hosted by the Airdrie Chamber on the Report of the Premier’s Council for Economic Strategy, Shaping Alberta’s Future. 

Announcements followed, being mainly a review of the PowerPoint presentation that was cycling prior to the meeting. These included:

· Visitor Information Center statistics.

· No regular Chamber meetings in July and August. There will likely be a Social instead.

· September 14 is the next regular meeting – Todd Hirsch, Senior Economist with ATB Financial will speak about the overall economic situation in southern Alberta and the effect on local businesses.

We heard from Grant Sinclair of Compass Rose Electric who generously offered the door prize – an “Electric Energy Conservation Consultation.” Sarah Koene won the door prize.

We adjourned at 1:25.

*My apologies for not having recorded Evelyn and Carolyn’s last names. 


